Key to Listings 


Jopical index 








Index references are in page numbers 
related to the annual volume. By months of 
publication they break in this way: 


1-72 in January 


| 305-392 in May 
73-144 ie February | 


393-464 in June 


| 617-688 in September 
465-536 in July | 


689-752 in October 
753-856 in November 
857-920 in December 


145-240 in March 


241-304 in April 537-616 in August 


Our topical index provides a key to essays 
with writers identified by surnames. 

Topical headings are chosen with a view 
to practical usefulness. They do not always 
reflect scientific classification. We have tried 
to identify each piece according to its prin- 


cipal thrust, and sometimes we have made 
double listings. The “Get Your Hands Dirty” 
articles—a special emphasis during 2009— 
are categorized that way in the topical list. 

We suggest that the user review the entire 
list of categories. 








ADOPTION 

Born of the Heart—Williams, 464 

Caring for America’s Orphans— 
Mavis, 458 

Embracing the Ministry of 
Adoption—White, 452 

Finding Forever Families—K. 
Alexander, 455 


ATHEISM 
Lessons of Atheism, The—Fiensy, 
69 


ATTITUDE 

| Cannot Look Thereon—Williams, 
88 

One Crazy Day—Williams, 616 

Put on Your Shoes—M. Taylor, 
659 


BABY BOOMERS 


Ministry to Aging Baby Boomers— 
Hanson, 342 


BAPTISM 

Baptism Bandwagon, The—M. 
Taylor, 451 

Baptizing Grace—Halisted, 588 

For the Remission of Sins— 
Williams, 160 

Holding One’s Tongue Can Be 


(910)) °* 


Good—Williams, 320 

Remember Your Baptism—Shields, 
148 

Understanding Four Views of 
Baptism—Krause, 168 

What Baptism Requests— 
Weatherly, 164 

What Happened When | 
Preached on Baptism—B. 
Jones, 152 


BENEVOLENCE 

Small Groups that Give and Live 
Graciously—Mavis, 10 

SOS: Servants of Our Savior— 
Miller, 48 


BIBLE 

Transformed Lives Through God's 
Word in Every Language— 
Pruett, 427 


BIBLE TEXTS 

Isaiah 9:1, 2: Living With 
Expectancy—Ahigrim, 894 

Psalm 33: Principles that Saved My 
Life—Duncan, 534 


BIOGRAPHY 
T.S. Eliot: A 20th-Century Prophet— 
Williams, 272 


Ray and Effie Giles: Finishing 
Well—Harless, 834 

Bob and Phyllis Mills: Spreading the 
Good News—Weber, 840 

Dennis and Lucy Pruett: 
Chiremba—Bliffen, 837 

Marie Rempel: And How Shall They 
Hear?—Kuykendall, 232 

Ken Wood: A Long Ministry— 
Wood, 416 


BOOK REVIEWS (see also “From 
My Bookshelf” in COLUMNS) 

issue to Discuss, a Resource 
to Consider, An (Eats with 
Sinners}—M. Taylor, 859 

My “Must-Read” Books— 
Contributing Editors, 759 

Read Well to Lead Well—Lowen, 
758 

Resources for Single Mom 
Ministry—Karpenske, 400 

Simple Church—Ray, 380 

Understanding Four Views of 
Baptism—Krause, 168 

What | Read on an Airplane— 
Williams, 480 


BUILDINGS, CHURCH 
One Troubling Subject—Williams, 
256 


BURNOUT 
Mad Church Disease—Jackson, 
524 


CAMPUS MINISTRY 

2008 Campus Ministries Listing— 
Staff, 314 

Frankly Speaking—Simms, 746 

Good Life of a Campus Minister, 
The—Patterson, 312 

More Than 120 Years and 
Counting—Swinney, 308 


CELEBRITY 
Celebrity Obsession—Williams, 240 


CHANGE 
Revolution—Elliott, 822 


CHAPLAINCY 
Ruined—Honbarger, 62 


CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

New Opportunity to Reach Kids, 
A—Baker, 24 

VBS: The Big Thing—Frank, 31 


CHRISTIAN CHARACTER 
AND ACTION 

Daily Choices and the Ultimate 
Test—M. Taylor, 827 
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Look, | Did It All By Myself— 
Williams, 336 

Surrender Comes Slowly—-M. 
Taylor, 875 


CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 

Accessibility, Affordability, and 
Accountability—Tanner, 184 

Diploma of Biblical Studies, The— 
Gresham, 766 

One State, Three Bible Colleges— 
Fincher, 401 

Preparing for Ministry, Preparing 
for Community, Preparing for 
Change—Dahiman, 712 

Spiritual Formation as Leadership 
Development—Weber, 186 

State of Franklin and Beyond, 
The—Williams, 448 

Time to Reevaluate?—Williams, 
206 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Diploma of Biblical Studies, The— 
Gresham, 766 


CHRISTIANITY 
Has Christianity Declined and Fallen 
(and Can't Get Up)?—Fiensy, 870 


CHRISTMAS 

Curious Gift, A—Schantz, 896 

Ironic Opportunity of Christmas, 
The—Magness, 903 

Living With Expectancy—Ahlgrim, 
894 

Season of Love—J. Taylor, 900 

We Can Be the Gift—M. Taylor, 891 

Wonder of It All, The—Williams, 
918 


CHURCH 
Has Christianity Declined and Fallen 
(and Can't Get Up)?—Fiensy, 870 


CHURCH GOVERNANCE 
How Our Church Uses Elder 
Governance—G. Johnson, 92 


CHURCH GROWTH 

Church Unique—Fillinger, 278 

Lessons from the Fishin’ Hole— 
Bigelow, 863 

What Are Your Plans for the 
Future?—Williams, 792 


CHURCH HISTORY 
Through the Centuries—wWilliams, 
144 


CHURCH OF CHRIST 

2006 Unity Efforts—Three Years 
Later, The—Faust, 374 

Restoring, Rethinking, 
Remembering—Brown, 364 


CHURCH PLANTING 

Can't See the River for the Water— 
Williams, 656 

Exponential ‘09: What's the 
Buzz?—D. Alexander, 626 

Infancy to Eldership—Growing 
Leaders in a Young Church— 
Smith, 799 

Interior and Exterior—Growing 
Leaders in a Young Church— 
Cuss, 798 

Salt Lake City Church Planting— 
Crozier, 630 

Urban Delight, An—Williams, 752 

Why Plant Churches?—T. Jones, 
622 


CHURCH POLITY 

Celebration of Congregationalism, 
The—Wetzel, 614 

Congregational Membership and 
Worshiping Community—Wetzel, 
299 


CHURCH WORK 

Don't Just Change, Upgrade— 
Atteberry, 654 

Finding Your Focus—Elliott, 446 

Grief Ministry—Parachin, 726 

How the Mighty Fali—Williams, 600 

Leading the Trends—M. Taylor, 603 

No Laughing Matter—M. Taylor, 723 

One Troubling Subject—Williams, 
256 

Reaching Unbelievers—How 
Effective Is Your Church?— 
Hunter, 860 

Someone in the Church Family Has 
Just Died—Hayden, 724 

Through the Ages and Around the 
World—M. Taylor, 411 


CHURCH: PREACHER 
AND CONGREGATION 
Band of Servants, A—Bolen, 740 


Called to Be Shepherds, Not 
Cowboys—Cook, 741 

Long Ministry, A—Wood, 416 

Perspective on a Long Ministry, 
A—Gariss, 572 


CITIZENSHIP/PATRIOTISM 

Capitol Idea of Serving Others, 
A—Roberts, 174 

Christian Civics Lesson, 
A—Roberts, 334 

Reflections of a Public Servant— 
Roberts, 734 

This Is the Church’s Moment— 
Magness, 270 


COMMUNICATION 

How to Communicate with 
Excellence—Jeary, 436 

On Language—Williams, 888 


COMMUNION MEDITATIONS 

By Darren Dishman—7639, 789, 807, 
820, 851 

By Jeff Faull—12, 35, 53, 71 

By Robert F. Hull—253, 269, 296 

By Victor Knowles—869, 882, 906 

By LeRoy Lawson—549, 565, 579, 
597, 613 

By Tom Lawson—477, 510, 530 

By Andy Pryor—633, 653, 671, 685 

By David Ray—87, 101, 122, 143 

By J. Michael Shannon—155, 173, 
205, 221, 231 

By Jackina Stark—704, 733, 747 

By Diane Stortz—405, 429, 445, 460 

By Steve Wyatt—318, 333, 355, 
371, 389 


COMPASSION BY DESIGN 

Loving Our Neighbors, Building 
Relationships—O’Connell, 556 

Serving, Reaching, Transforming— 
Pugh, 559 


CONFLICT 
To Kill a Mockingbird—Williams, 568 


CONVENTIONS 
Exponential ‘09: What's the 
Buzz?—D. Alexander, 626 


COUNSELING 
Marvel of Metaphor, The—Bailey, 
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CRITICISM 
Holding One's Tongue Can Be 
Good—Williams, 320 


CULTURE 

Celebrity Obsession—Williams, 240 

Has Christianity Declined and Fallen 
(and Can't Get Up)?—Fiensy, 870 

How the Mighty Fall—Williams, 600 

Ironic Opportunity of Christmas, 
The—Magness, 903 

Mom Was Right! Christians, 
Politics, and Ethical Speech— 
Caulley, 812 

Test of Our Times, A—Roberts, 478 

That Old-Time Religion—Fiensy, 462 

Why Are We Watching This?— 
Williams, 736 

Wide Road Is Still the Wrong Road, 
The—Faust, 750 


DEATH 
For Whom the Bell Tolls—Williams, 
774 


DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 
To Know and Speak—Bliffen, 366 


DISCIPLESHIP 
To the Best of My Ability—Elliott, 598 


DISCIPLINE 
Sixteen Minutes on Sunday— 
Schantz, 744 


DISCIPLING 
Can We Become Better Discipling 
Churches?—Duncan, 806 


EASTER 
Secret We Must Tell, A—Chambers, 
260 


ECONOMICS 
Greed Factor, The—Rees, 216 


ELDER 

Band of Servants, A—Bolen, 740 

Called to Be Shepherds, Not 
Cowboys—Cook, 741 

How Our Church Uses Elder 
Governance—G. Johnson, 92 

Infancy to Eldership—Growing 
Leaders in a Young Church— 
Smith, 799 
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Much More Important Than 
Money—M. Taylor, 395 

Staff and Elders Working Together 
as a Team—Sears, 96 

Why | No Longer Dread Elder 
Meetings—Nation, 94 


ENVIRONMENT 
Care for the Earth is Bringing Good 
News to the Poor—Priest, 662 


EVANGELICALS 
That Old-Time Religion—Fiensy, 462 


EVANGELISM 

Barrier or Bridge to the Catholic 
Community?—Nettle, 544 

Big C, Little C: Building Bridges 
by Saying, “Thank You” — 
Cachiaras, 540 

Catholicism .. . It's a Family Thing— 
Salva, 546 

Does Your Church Want to Reach 
Out?—George, 593 

| Love Faith, but Have None— 
Williams, 72 

Issue to Discuss, a Resource to 
Consider, An—M. Taylor, 859 
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Williams, 872 

Lessons from the Fishin’ Hole— 
Bigelow, 863 

Like a Good Neighbor?—M. Taylor, 
779 

Reaching Unbelievers—How 
Effective Is Your Church?— 
Hunter, 860 

Secret We Must Tell, A—Chambers, 
260 

Walking with My Expatriate 
Catholic Friends—Hamilton, 547 

Wide Road Is Still the Wrong Road, 
The—Faust, 750 


FAITH 

Cloud of Unknowing, The— 
Williams, 176 

| Love Faith, but Have None— 
Williams, 72 

In Praise of Doubt?—Williams, 854 


FAMILY 
Stop! In the Name of Love—Cappa, 
60 


FOUNDATIONALISM 

Is It Time to Move Beyond Truth? 
Part 1—Kurka, 44 

Is It Time to Move Beyond Truth? 
Part 2—Kurka, 64 

Is It Time to Move Beyond Truth? 
Part 3—Kurka, 82 


TIAN STANDARD 


GET YOUR HANDS DIRTY 

Balancing Word and Deed—Priest, 
244 

Before You Begin a Short-Term 
Trip—Congdon, 327 

Care for the Earth is Bringing Good 
News to the Poor—Priest, 662 

City Centered—vJ. Taylor, 784 

Establishing the Work of Our 
Hands—M. Taylor, 467 

Eternal Threads—Gibson, 816 

Evidence of Providence—Lowen, 
263 

Families Building Homes, Homes 
Building Families—Congdon, 
156 

Frankly Speaking—Simms, 746 

Full Circle—J. Taylor, 660 

God of This City—J. Taylor, 422 

Good Works—J. Taylor, 423 

Half-Pure Religion and the 
Unpopularity of the Poor— 
Moore, 246 

Harvest of Talents ... More Than 
Money—Snyder, 46 

It Doesn't Take a Village—J. Taylor, 
328 

It's Simple—Erickson and Moen, 
470 

Life for the Average Christian— 
Priest, 4 

Long Story Short—Ahlberg, 228 

Loving Our Neighbors, Building 
Relationships—O’Connell, 556 

Mud, Sweat, and Tears: Recipe for 
Hope—Hudson, 865 

Perfect Recipe, The—Simms, 580 

Season of Love—dJ. Taylor, 900 

Servanthood Without Star Power— 
Herbst, 6 

Serving, Reaching, Transforming— 
Pugh, 559 

Serving with Cultural Intelligence—- 
Congdon, 326 

Small Groups that Give and Live 
Graciously—Mavis, 10 

SOS: Servants of Our Savior— 
Miller, 48 

Strengthening Families— 
Karpenske, 468 

They're Putting Holes in Our 
Walls—George, 592 

Three Sides of Community 
Ministry—Sloper, 782 

We Can Be the Gift—M. Taylor, 
891 

We Had a Revolution!—Ahiberg, 
324 

Which “E” Has Priority? Economy 
or Evangelism?—Schrage, 249 

Will We Make Poverty Personal?— 
Barker, 878 


GIFTS 
Curious Gift, A—Schantz, 896 


GRACE 

Baptizing Grace—Hallsted, 588 

Day | Went to Church and Ended 
Up in a Closet, The —Atteberry, 
390 

My Grace Journey—Giese, 589 

To the Best of My Ability—Elliott, 
598 


GREAT COMMUNION 

Document for Today, A—Baker, 
697 

Great Communion: October 4, 
2009—Knowles, 499 

Great Ordinance of Unity and Love, 
The—Knowles, 498 

How Will You Celebrate Great 
Communion?—M. Taylor, 587 

In Communion—Wetzel, 706 

Point of Christianity 3: Christian 
Reconciliation, The—Foster, 
516 

Remembering, Renewal, and 
Celebration—M. Taylor, 483 

Still “Declaring” and 
“Addressing”—Blowers, 694 


Tell Us About Your Celebration|—M. 


Taylor, 691 


GRIEF 

Grief Ministry—Parachin, 726 

Someone in the Church Family Has 
Just Died—Hayden, 724 

Words of Life and Death—Timm, 
728 


HEAVEN 
Waiting to Go to Heaven— 
Magness, 636 


HOLINESS 
God's Pleasure Principle— 
Diefendorf, 790 


HUMOR 
Sixteen Minutes on Sunday— 
Schantz, 744 


INTERNET 

More Than Technology, and Not 
Boring at All—M. Taylor, 555 

Revolution is Coming Your Way, 
A—Musser, 560 

Social Networking Gone Mad— 
Williams, 392 


LEADERSHIP 
Can We Become Better Discipling 
Churches?—Duncan, 806 


Developing the Leadership 
Culture—Schneiders, 796 

Great Leaders Are Broken—Elliott, 
124 

Infancy to Eldership—Growing 
Leaders in a Young Church— 
Smith, 799 

Interior and Exterior—Growing 
Leaders in a Young Church— 
Cuss, 798 

Keys to Cultivating Leaders— 
Cottrell, 797 

Leaders Are the Key—Travis and 
Wallingford, 418 

Most Important Leadership Task, 
The—M. Taylor, 795 

Much More Important Than 
Money—M. Taylor, 395 

No Proper Sense of Inadequacy— 
Williams, 718 

Read Well to Lead Well—Lowen, 758 


LITERATURE 
20th-Century Prophet, A—Williams, 
272 


LORD'S SUPPER 

Great Ordinance of Unity and Love, 
The—Knowles, 498 

Lord’s Supper: Unpretty and 
Unavoidable, The—Tune, 494 

Power of Memory, the Power of 
Presence, The—Blowers, 496 

Remembering, Renewal, and 
Celebration—WM. Taylor, 483 

We Are What We Repeat— 
Magness, 490 


LOVE 

Like a Good Neighbor?—M. Taylor, 
779 

Loving Those Who Annoy You—J. 
Johnson, 780 


MARRIAGE 
Serving for a Lifetime—M. Taylor, 
571 


MEDIUM SIZE CHURCHES 

2009 Medium-Sized Church 
Report—Fillinger, 649 

Be One of 100 Medium Sized 
Churches—M. Taylor, 293 

Elephant in the Room, The— 
Fillinger, 644 

Leadership Factor, The—Fillinger, 
647 

Medium-Sized Church Fun Facts— 
Simms, 650 


MEGACHURCHES 
2008 Emerging Megachurch Church 





Listing—Staff, 283 

2008 Megachurch Listing—Staff, 
281 

Analysis of Megachurches, An— 
Fillinger, 284 

Church Unique—Fillinger, 278 

Congratulations Compass Christian 
Church!—M. Taylor, 435 

Sustaining Ministry in a Shrinking 
Economy—Fillinger, 290 

They Just Keep on Growing— 
Williams, 302 


MINISTER'S FAMILY 
Stop! In the Name of Love—Cappa, 
60 


MINISTRY: SERVICE IN GENERAL 

No Laughing Matter—M. Taylor, 
723 

Put on Your Shoes—M. Taylor, 659 


MINISTRY: SPECIALIZED 
LEADERSHIP 

But Did | Worship?—Atteberry, 54 

Choosing My Focus, Protecting My 
Ministry—M. Taylor, 523 

Clearing the Clutter—Petty, 384 

Five Keys to a Long Ministry— 
Williams, 575 

Generation to Generation— 
Williams, 430 

Leadership Factor, The—Fillinger, 
647 

Mad Church Disease—Jackson, 
524 

Not Far from the Tree—Williams, 
584 

Pastoral Care in the Midst of 
Crisis—Swatman, 876 

Perspective on a Long Ministry, 
A—Gariss, 572 

Serving for a Lifetime—M. Taylor, 
571 

Simple Church—Ray, 380 

Simply Courageous—Petty, 382 

True Gentleman, A—Williams, 
104 

We Have a Conundrum Here— 
Williams, 672 

Whatever Happened to Pastoral 
Care?—Fiensy, 566 

Words of Life and Death—Timm, 
728 

You Can Please Some of the People 
Some of the Time—Williams, 
824 


MISSIONS: PEOPLE AND 
PROGRAM 

China, Congress, and the Jericho 
Road—Boatman, 502 


Chiremba: Dennis and Lucy 
Pruett—Bliffen, 837 

Eternal Threads—Gibson, 816 

Evidence of Providence—Lowen, 
263 

Families Building Homes, Homes 
Building Families—Congdon, 156 

Finishing Well: Ray and Effie 
Giles—Harless, 834 

Harvest of Talents ... More Than 
Money—Snyder, 46 

Honeymoon Express, The—Nutt, 
78 

Perfect Recipe, The—Simms, 580 

Spreading the Good News: Bob and 
Phyllis Mills—Weber, 840 

Transformed Lives Through God's 
Word in Every Language— 
Pruett, 427 


MISSIONS: PRINCIPLES 

Balancing Word and Deed—Priest, 
244 

Before You Begin a Short-Term 
Trip—Congdon, 327 

Best Mission Practices in the 21st 
Century—Reese, 844 

Burning Need, The—Pruett, 848 

Common Sense—Pruett, 14 

Fifty Years of Missiology, 1960- 
2010—Priest, 842 

Half-Pure Religion and the 
Unpopularity of the Poor— 
Moore, 246 

Life for the Average Christian— 
Priest, 4 

Servanthood Without Star Power— 
Herbst, 6 

Serving with Cultural Intelligence— 
Congdon, 326 

Which “E” Has Priority? Economy 
or Evangelism?—Schrage, 249 


MULTISITE CONGREGATIONS 
Multisite Phenomenon: Here to 
Stay?, The—Rowland, 604 
Multisite Stories—-Rowland, 609 

Seven Questions for Jon 
Ferguson—Rowland, 608 

Unexpected Complications— 
Rowland, 611 


MUSIC 
What Goes Around, Comes 
Around—Williams, 358 


NATIONAL MISSIONARY 
CONVENTION 

Great Gathering for God's Glory, 
A—Nutt, 76 

Honeymoon Express, The—Nutt, 
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Loving Those Who Annoy You—J. 
Johnson, 780 

They're Putting Holes in Our 
Walls—George, 592 

To Kill a Mockingbird—Williams, 
568 


NEW TESTAMENT CHRISTIANITY 
TODAY 

Ideally—Faust, 582 

in Communion—Wetzel, 706 

It's Simple!—O'Casey, 700 

Reflecting Our Desire to Serve a 
Diverse Fellowship—WM. Taylor, 
619 

Restoration Revolution—Empson, 
77 

Revolution—Elliott, 822 

What Are Your Plans for the 
Future?—Williams, 792 

What Is the Glue?—Faust, 238 


NORTH AMERICAN CHRISTIAN 
CONVENTION 

Going Home—T. Jones, 680 

| Go for My Family—Storms, 114 

I'm Glad | Was There!—Perkins, 
678 

Let Me Count the Ways—Idieman, 
115 

NACC: It’s All About the 
Connections—Reeves, 676 

One of the Good Guys—Williams, 
126 

Some Things Remain the Same, and 
It's a Good Thing Too—Williams, 
40 

Still Amazed!—Stone, 110 

What We Do, Why It Matters—M. 
Taylor, 675 

Women’s Conference Returns for a 
Second Year—J. Taylor, 118 


OBEDIENCE 

Daily Choices and the Ultimate 
Test—M. Taylor, 827 

God's Pleasure Principle— 
Diefendorf, 790 

Life that Matters, A—M. Taylor, 739 

Revolution—Elliott, 822 

Sixteen Minutes on Sunday— 
Schantz, 744 


OLD TESTAMENT 
Messy, to Be Sure—Williams, 56 


OPEN FORUM 
History of Open Forum, A—Mills, 
472 


PARACHURCH 

Five Keys to a Long Ministry— 
Williams, 575 

Much More Important Than 
Money—M. Taylor, 395 


POLITICS 

Mom Was Right! Christians, 
Politics, and Ethical Speech— 
Caulley, 812 

Test of Our Times, A—Roberts, 478 

That Old-Time Religion—Fiensy, 462 


POVERTY 

City Centered—J. Taylor, 784 

Three Sides of Community 
Ministry—Sloper, 782 

Will We Make Poverty Personal?— 
Barker, 878 


PRAYER 
“Whatsoever” Prayer—Pruett, 686 


PREACHING 

Death by Platitude—Atteberry, 772 

How to Communicate with 
Excellence—Jeary, 436 

How to Listen to a Sermon—Mavis, 
438 

Joy of Preaching, The—Williams, 
638 

We Have a Conundrum Here— 
Williams, 672 

What Happened When | Preached 
on Baptism—B. Jones, 152 

Words of Life and Death—Timm, 
728 


PRIORITIES 
Ruined—Honbarger, 62 


PUBLICATION 

2008 Emerging Megachurch Church 
Listing—Staff, 283 

Congratulations Compass Christian 
Church!—M. Taylor, 435 

Meeting the Needs by Providing the 
Wants—M. Taylor, 811 

Read the Report, Get the Deluxe 
Edition—M. Taylor, 643 

Reflecting Our Desire to Serve a 
Diverse Fellowship—M. Taylor, 
619 

Remembering, Renewal, and 
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